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Naviance 

n Web based program in which students, 
parents and counselors have access 

n Each family is provided a username and 
password through a mailing from the 
guidance office. 

n Parents should create a username (email 
address) and password and also sign in with 
a valid email address 

n www.connection.naviance.com/rutherford 
 



Naviance Family Connection 



Freshman will: 

n Create a username (email address) and 
password which will remain the same 
throughout high school 

n Sign in with a valid email address 
n Complete Personality Profile or Do What You 

Are 
n Begin adding entries to the resume feature 
 



Do What You Are  



Sophomores will: 

n Complete the Career Interest Profiler 
n  Investigate careers  
n Continue updating their resumes 
n Begin college searches using the Super 

Match feature 



Career Interest Inventory 



Juniors will: 

n Complete the Resume (Summer) 
n Complete the Student Brag Sheet (Summer) 
n Request letters of Recommendation from 2 

teachers (June) 
n Take SAT/ACT in the Spring 
n Conduct college searches (Super Match) 
n Visit schools of interest (add to Colleges I’m 

Thinking About) 
n Complete Common Application at 

www.commonapp.org (after Aug 1) 



Colleges I’m Thinking About 



Scattergram 



Seniors: 

n Begin finalizing the list of schools in which to 
apply (add to Colleges I’m Applying To) 

n Know the deadlines attached to each 
application 

n Return Grade 12 Records Release Form and 
Unofficial Transcript release card to Guidance 
in September 

n Complete applications 
n Request transcripts (deadlines!!) 
n Follow up with colleges to be sure they have 

received all appropriate materials 
n Apply for Scholarships 



Colleges I’m Applying To 



Application Jargon 

n Common Application 
n Early Action/Early Decision/Early Decision II 
n Self report of grades (Rutgers) 
n Rolling 
n Deferment 
n Waitlisted 
n Spring admit 
n Fast or Priority App 
 



SAT Redesigned for March 2016 

n   Evidence-based Reading and Writing 
combined.  

n Reading: 65 minutes for 52 questions  
n Writing: 35 minutes for 44 questions 
n Math: Calculator 55 minutes for 37 questions/

non-calculator 25 minutes for 20 questions 
n Essay: Optional 50 minutes for 1 essay to 

analyze source document  
n Total time with essay 230 minutes, without 

essay 180 ,minutes 
n  1600 highest score 



ACT 
n  ACT: 4 sections, 1 optional writing piece 
n  English: 75 questions, 36 scale, 45 minutes. Sentence structure, 

grammar, usage, punctuation, rhetorical skills 
n  Math: 60 questions, 36 scale, 60 minutes. Algebra, Geometry, 

Trig 
n  Reading: 40 questions, 36 scale, 35 minutes. Passages based 

upon prose fiction, social science, Humanities, natural sciences 
n  Science: 40 questions, 36 scale, 35 minutes. Charts and 

graphs, experiments, conflicting viewpoints 
n  Optional Essay: subscore 2-12, 30 minutes. Persuasive essay 
n  SAT II Subject tests may be required at some schools 



SAT vs. ACT 

n Both are accepted at most colleges, are score 
choice and used for scholarship purposes 

n SAT score out of 1600* 
n ACT composite score out of 36 
n Neither have wrong answer penalty* 
n Although optional, students should register for 

the essay. 
n Redesigned SAT mimics ACT and is in 

response to Common Core 
 



Test Optional 

n Many schools are now test optional and do 
not require any standardized test scores for 
admission 

n  In lieu of test scores, students are often 
asked to submit a piece of graded writing 
from junior year 

n Go to www.fairtest.org for a list of all schools 
that are test optional 



NCAA 

n Students who wish to play at either Division 1 
or 2 levels must register with the 
Clearinghouse at 
www.ncaaclearinghouse.org 

n Begin compiling an athletic resume to submit 
to coaches 

n Complete athletic questionnaire on website 
n Consider creating a game film available 

online for coaches to view 



Financial Aid 
n  Complete the FAFSA no earlier than Jan 1 of senior 

year www.fafsa.ed.gov 
n  Can complete the FAFSA calculator ahead of time for 

an estimate and also register for a PIN 
n  Some schools also accept/require the CSS profile 

which is available in the fall of senior year 
www.collegeboard.org. 

n  Scholarships are posted in Naviance throughout the 
year  

n  Something to consider-safety schools offer more 
“free” money to entice a higher level of student to 
attend. 



Alternatives to 4 year colleges 

n Community Colleges 
n Technical Schools 
n Trade programs 
n Gap year programs 



General Tips 

n  Naviance has a great search engine in which you 
have free access  

n  Right Fit is much more important than 
competitiveness 

n  Please have the student complete all applications, 
paperwork, and correspondence with admissions 

n  Points of contact are noted in every applicant’s file. It 
is also noted who is communicating: parent or child 

n  Utilize the College Planning Guide located at the 
guidance web page 



A Good fit 
n  Offers a program of study to match your interests and 

needs 
n  Provides a style of instruction to match the way you 

like to learn 
n  Provides a level of academic rigor to match your 

aptitude and preparation 
n  Offers a community that feels like home to you 
n  Values you for what you do well 
 
Source: The College Planning Workbook, Peter Van 

Buskirk. 



Final Thought 

n The best school for a student is one that 
meets all of his/her academic, social and 
emotional needs-not the one that is the most 
competitive. 

n A student’s success in college is determined 
by how happy they are on campus and how 
happy they are with their program of study. 

 


